Exhibit 1

The Black Death swept through towns and villages and killed millions of people in a relatively short period of time. It started in China in
about 1346 CE but had spread to Europe less than one year later. Sicily was the first city in Europe to report infection. The first reported
cases were reported in October of 1347 CE.

In the 1300s, trade was conducted between Asia and Europe along what is known as the Silk Road. This was a combination of roads and sea
routes that made it easy to transport goods such as silk and spices from producers in Asia to the eager markets in Europe. Accompanying the
goods along their journey were rats. Rats have fleas and it was these fleas that helped spread the plague from victim to victim.
Source: http://theplaguehistory.weebly.com/
http://ancientstandard.com/2011/04/04/the-silk-road-trade-and-the-black-death-in-europe/

Exhibit 2

Hazardous Materials Division
Please dispose of clothing and bedding from sick
persons by placing it outside of your home.

Source:http://www.pethealthcare.co.za/PetFriendly/Articles/rodent-management-requestprevent-bubonic-plague
https://deathblack.wordpress.com/
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THE MURDEROUS FLEA
FOR THE MURDER OF AT LEAST
75,OOO,OOO PEOPLE.
From 1347 to 1351, this little pest has caused the death of an
estimated 75 to 200 million people. 1 out of every 3 people
died from the Great Plague. This blood sucking animal would
bite a rat, suck out the Yersinia Pestis bacteria. Once the rat
died, the lecherous flea would jump onto an innocent
human and inject the Yersinia Pestis bacteria.
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Source: https://www.cdc.gov/plague/resources/235098_plaguefactsheet_508.pdf
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Video from Remy the Rat’s Perspective
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The armpits and neck have egg
sized lumps. The was blood
coming out of his mouth and
nose.
His finger tips and toes are
black with gangrene as if they
had frostbite.

Body was filled with blood
clots that stopped blood flow
to fingers and toes. Internal
organs had liquefied.
J. Doe died of the septicemic
plague.
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Doe complained of diarrhea
and vomiting prior to his death.
He also had complained of
fever, chills, muscle aches, and
a headache. His family reports
that he was very weak for 5
days before he died.
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Exhibit 7
21 April 1349
Dear Mom,
I’m really scared! Yesterday, there were people
dressed in white robes parading through our village. They
were saying that this awful disease was sent to us from
God! They warned us that God was punishing us for being
greedy and other sins. They called themselves “flagellants”
and they painfully whipped themselves over the shoulder
until their backs were covered with blood!!. They believe
that doing this will show God how sorry they are for their
sins and maybe God will stop punishing them. Can that be
true?
Some say that this Great Mortality is caused by
miasmas. A miasma is bad air that comes from rotting food
and animals.. Others claim that Jews are to blame. They said
that Jews are poisoning water wells so that Christians get
sick.. There is talk of killing Jews!
This just can’t be right! I can’t
believe that God would do this to us. I
also don’t think the Jews are to blame.
They wouldn’t purposely try and kill
us?!!
After all, we have the same God..
Either way, I beg you to pray.
It may be the only thing that can help
protect us.
With Love,
Your son James
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Ring A Round A Rosie – The Latest Trend
All over Europe, kids are
playing Ring A Round A
Rosie, a new game
where students chant
the lyrics while holding
hands and going around
in a circle. At the end of
the chant, students all
fall to the ground. The
chant goes as follows:
Source: Kate Greenaway's illustration from Mother
Goose or the Old Nursery Rhymes (1881), showing
children playing the game

The Doctor is In
Doctor Thomas King, the leading
physician at St. Mark’s Hospital
has finally explained why plague
doctors are wearing such strange
outfits. He explained, “We have to
wear the mask to keep ourselves
free from the poisonous miasmas,
or polluted air, that causes the
disease. In the beak, we place
posies, small dried up flowers to
clean the air we breathe.”

Ring Around the Rosies,
Pocket full of Posies
Ashes, Ashes
We all fall down.

While it seems like a harmless game that children are playing,
it’s origins are rather grim. The chant refers to the plague
that is tormenting this continent. Let me e
Ring Around the Rosies refers to the bruises that people
would get under their plague infested skin.
Pocket Full of Posies refers to the flowers that kids would
stick in their pockets to try and prevent the foul air from
reaching them.
Ashes, Ashes refers to the dead bodies being burned after the
victims died.
We all fall down refers to the countless amounts of people
dying from the Great Mortality.
This children’s game seems like an innocent game and
perhaps it is. Perhaps this is the best way kids can come up
with to deal with this dreadful disease.

Quarantine

Mr. King went on to explain that
the cane was used to avoid as
much contact with patients as
possible. Often, people lunge at
the doctors to ask for advice. The
doctors use the cane to keep the
sick away. “We want to help
people, but we have to protect
ourselves as well,” Dr. King
explained.

Quarantine comes from the Latin word quaranta which means 40. Sick people were placed in
quarantine for 40 days where they would be isolated from healthy people in the hopes of the illness
from spreading. stopping

